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2022 Annual Steering Committee Election: 

Candidate Statements 
 

At-Large (1 open seat) 
4 Candidates 

 
Corporation for Supportive Housing    
Patricia Hernandez (she/her) 
 

CSH is a national non-profit that uses supportive housing as a solution to end chronic homelessness. As an intermediary 
of supportive housing, CSH's goal is to advance the creation and operation of more quality supportive housing in NY that 
serves the most vulnerable New Yorkers. CSH does this through our lending, technical assistance, training, and policy 
reform work. CSH has worked in NYC for decades focusing on creating access to supportive housing, enhancing the 
delivery of supportive housing services through funding, and systems integration work allowing multiple crisis systems 
to work together to decrease chronic homelessness. Lastly, given CSH's national perspective, we can bring knowledge 
and expertise from across the country to New York. We are not a service provider nor a membership organization, and 
therefore, can focus all effort for the good of the field and populations served. 
 
CSH is the Co-Chair for the Coordinated Assessment and Placement System (CAPS) Committee. CSH is currently "At 
Large" CoC Committee Member. CSH works on the DEI workplan for CoC Committee. 
 

 

HeartShare St. Vincent’s Services 

Shawnta Salazar (she/her) 
 

HeartShare St. Vincent’s Services is a multi-program, nonprofit social service provider incorporated in New York with 
over 20 years of experience providing scattered site supportive housing to HIV positive individuals, and 9 years providing 
supportive housing services to vulnerable young adults. HSVS empowers 6,000 youth and families annually to overcome 
the challenges of homelessness, family crises, addiction, mental illness and poverty. 
 
Founded in 1869 as St. Vincent’s Services in Downtown Brooklyn, HSVS began as a home for “poor and friendless boys.” 
In 2014, HSVS was formed through an affiliation with HeartShare Human Services of New York. Through this affiliation, 
HSVS developed into a multi-program nonprofit agency with four divisions: Foster Care & Preventive Programs, 
Integrated Health Services, Housing & Residential Services, and Youth & Community Programs. HSVS runs programs in 
Brooklyn, Queens, Staten Island, and the Bronx. Our commitment to supporting vulnerable young people and their 
families in their quest to thrive ties together our rich array of services. HSVS has an extensive history providing scattered 
site supportive housing to three distinct populations – vulnerable young adults, vulnerable young adults with children, 
seriously mentally ill (SMI) and adults with a forensic background. In the past, we served HIV positive individuals for over 
20 years through the NYC Human Resources Administration’s Division of AIDS Services. Our program to provide 
supportive housing for young adults who have aged out of foster care under NY/NY III has been in operation for over 10 
years and serves up to 16 young people at any given time. In 2018, HSVS was awarded 60 new slots for young adult 
supportive housing through NYC 15/15. 
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Foster Care and Preventive Services strengthens families in times of crisis. The program ensures that children in foster 
care experience a seamless transition to a safe, stable and loving home. HSVS works towards achieving permanency, 
either through reunification with birth families, kinship guardians or adoption. Additionally, HSVS provides intensive 
support to older adolescents to prepare them for aging out of care and coping with the transition to adulthood. 
 
The Residential and Housing Program Division provides safe homes for those most in need, as long as required. It is 
comprised of four (4) NYC Office of Mental Health licensed Children’s Community Residences, which provide short-term 
residential care and targeted intervention for 13-18-year-olds whose behavioral and/or emotional needs prevent them 
from safely and productively residing at home, four (4) NYC Administration for Children’s Services (ACS) funded group 
residences for youth in foster care, one (1) Youth Reception Center, two (2) homeless shelters for women and children, 
and the supportive housing program. As an agency who contracts with ACS to provide foster care, group homes, and 
preventive services to families, HSVS is well versed in ACS’s protocol for assessing risk and safety. HSVS’ The Steps to 
Home Program is a contract with the NYC Dept. of Homeless Services (DHS), and takes place at our two homeless 
shelters which house up to 61 women who may have one or two children. 
 
HSVS is an active member with the Supportive Housing Network of New York. HSVS also partners with the Center for 
Urban Community Services (CUCS). They provide referrals for our forensic clients as well as an array of professional 
development training including, but not limited to, Evidence Informed Motivational Interviewing, Critical Time 
Intervention, and Mental Health First Aid Training. CUCS’ Training Institute provides interactive, hands-on training and 
continuing education credits for professionals on a wide range of topics, including housing and homelessness, behavioral 
health, case management, clinical and evidence-based practices.  
 
HSVS collaborates with New York City Administration for Children’s Services (ACS) to ensure vital services such as 
Medicaid and Section 8 vouchers for clients, and in direct partnership with ACS’ Housing Unit to assist clients transition 
out of foster care.  
 
HSVS is developing a partnership with the Hetrick-Martin Institute (HMI). HMI has served LGBTQ youth since 1979, the 
longest history of any such organization in the U.S. They will share their knowledge and experience with HSVS and 
conduct a full review of HSVS’ policies and procedures.  
 
HSVS maintains robust community linkages including with Beth Israel Hospital Infectious Disease Clinic, Center for Urban 
Community Services, City University of New York Downstate Infectious Disease Clinic, East NY ClubHouse, Gay Men’s 
Health Crises Center, Howie the Harp Peer support Training, Interfaith Hospital Outpatient Clinic, Kings County Hospital 
Detox Unit, Project Renewal Culinary Arts Training, The Door, and VIP Community Services. 
 

 

LES Group Inc.   
George Baronowski (he/him) 
 
I believe my company could greatly benefit this Committee. We’ve been working with the homeless and veterans for 
roughly 14 years, finding permanent housing, and we would love the opportunity to share ideas and information on how 
we assist those greatly in need.  
 
Our main objective is to find permanent housing for families living in homeless shelters. 
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The Partnership for the Homeless 

Beatrice Simpkins (she/her) 
 

The Partnership for The Homeless believes that homelessness is solvable and conduct activities in support of that mission by 
providing emergency prevention services through direct rental arrears payments to property owners. The agency brings a 
unique narrative to the issue of reducing homelessness in New York City. The agency is able to assist clients by strategic efforts 
to secure private, unrestricted financial resources to address homelessness in New York City. Additionally, the agency is keenly 
aware of the intersectionality of poverty, gender, class, employment discrimination, immigration status, and systemic 
inequalities as being key and influential considerations to developing community-wide strategies to reduce the impact of 
homelessness on people. The Partnership would be a voice for families, especially families with children led by women of 
color, non-gender conforming people, and people experiencing intimate partner violence. 
 
The Partnership employs highly experienced, skilled, and educated staff with particular interest in social justice advocacy, 
cultural competency, and ending unequal treatment for already disadvantaged people in New York City. The Partnership 
focuses on preventing homelessness via a four-pronged approach: 
1. Eviction Prevention: rental and financial assistance, legal referrals and landlord mediation that address immediate crisis 

and keep families in their homes 
2. Health: trauma-informed mental and emotional health services, including counseling and support & education groups that 

stabilize New Yorkers in their homes over the long term 
3. Education: ensuring children have access to school (via stable housing or appropriate shelter placements) disrupts the 

generational cycle of homelessness 
4. Public Engagement: our Changing the Public Narrative initiative engages the public to better understand homelessness as a 

preventable crisis that largely impacts children and families 
 
We work in partnership and across sectors, with other social service and advocacy organizations, schools, government 
agencies, corporations and philanthropic supporters. Our work is funded with a mix of government, foundation and corporate 
grants in addition to major and individual donors. The Partnership more than 50,000 New Yorkers through our housing, crisis 
and emergency services and health and education programs and our public engagement helps bring equity to implementation 
of housing programs and homeless prevention public/private strategies. The representative selected by the organization to 
work on the Steering Committee is a person with the lived experience of being homeless due to domestic violence while being 
married and while being a single-parent. The Chief Program Officer is also trained in quality improvement specifically for 
health and human services programs and is currently working toward a doctorate degree in transformative social change. 
 
The Partnership for the Homeless provides tenant-based rental assistance and assistance with payment of utility arrears to 
residents of New York City. In addition to direct services, The Partnership for the Homeless advocates for reforms and policy 
changes to make human services and government systems more responsive to the needs the people experiencing or at-risk of 
homelessness and more accessible to people so that system processes in and of themselves do right create more hardship and 
barriers for individuals and families. The Partnership focuses its response to the issues facing people experiencing housing 
risks by focusing on four areas: 
• Preventing eviction and immediate homelessness through rental assistance, legal referrals, property owner mediation and 

tenant education to keep people safely housed. 
• Preventing ongoing risk of homelessness by offering families and individuals health and trauma-informed mental health 

services, making it possible for all to achieve lasting stability. 
• Preventing intergenerational homelessness by removing barriers to children’s access to education and school — by 

keeping their families housed today — and preventing homelessness in the long term. 

• Preventing the dearth of affordable housing by changing the public narrative to illustrate homelessness as a public health 
crisis that mostly impacts women and children, as well as engaging the public, media and government to promote and 
secure investments in safe and affordable housing.  
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Coalitions (2 open seats) 
2 Candidates 

 

Association for Community Living (ACL) 

Nicole McVinua (she/her) 

 
The Association for Community Living (ACL) has been privileged to serve as coalition member of the NYC CoC. ACL 
Coalition members have served on the NYC CoC sub-committees as a member, a chair or co-chair of the following; 
Evaluations, Grievance, Performance Quality Improvement and currently Performance Management and Data 
Management Work Group. NYC-ACL member agencies and through their Coalition representation on the steering 
committee, provide a valuable resource to the NYC CoC with a proven record demonstrated by their past and present 
efforts in their participation and commitment. NYC ACL member agencies have and will continue to play an important 
role in the continued growth and the improved performance of the NYC CoC.  
 

The Association for Community Living, ACL, values their participation and work with the NYC CoC and would like very 
much to continue these efforts by maintaining its current seat on the NYC CoC Steering Committee. 
 

The Association for Community Living (ACL) (ACLAIM) is an established statewide membership organization of more than 
100 not-for-profit agencies that provide housing and rehabilitation services to more than 35,000 people diagnosed with 
serious and persistent psychiatric disabilities. ACL’s NYC Region represents 44 member agencies that operate supportive 
housing programs serving vulnerable subpopulations, including; the homeless, criminal justice, domestic violence, HIV/ 
AIDS, chronically homeless, mental health and substance abuse, families, young adults, transgendered, and the 
developmentally disabled. NYC-ACL member agencies provide approximately 17,000 supportive housing beds in New 
York City alone. Many NYC ACL member agencies receive CoC funding through HUD McKinney-Vento, serving the 
homeless population in NYC with a commitment to the mission of the NYC CoC. This includes providing permanent 
supportive housing, street outreach and clinical services. ACL actively participates in advocacy in an effort to curb, 
reduce and eliminate homelessness in NYC. ACL advocates and lobbies on behalf of its members on mental health 
issues with New York State, federal and local government. ACL is committed, not only to advocating for community 
needs, but also to helping members understand the changing health care landscape. This involves conducting research, 
legal analysis, preparing management tools, providing training and technical assistance and engaging state and national 
leaders in ACL conferences and training events. 
 

 

Homeless Services United (HSU) 

Catherine Trapani (she/her) 

 
HSU is a coalition representing 50 mission driven nonprofits providing homeless services across the five boroughs. Our 
membership provides eviction prevention, street outreach, drop in centers and all types of shelter beds including safe 
havens, stabilization beds, shelters for single adults, families and other specialized programs as well as housing and 
aftercare programs. Collectively, our members cover the entire "continuum of care" and our active committee structure 
allows us to tap into the collective expertise of our network and dive into issues as well as source ideas and solutions for 
challenges. Given the breadth and depth of our expertise, we can support the continuum in a variety of ways and help 
assess the efficacy of programs designed to help people move beyond homelessness and into permanent housing. 
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HSU convenes a prevention committee open to members and allies citywide focused on coordinating eviction 
prevention in the City. We also have member committees focused on DHS Finance, Re-Housing efforts and Street 
Solutions. We are members of the Family Homelessness Taskforce, United for Housing Coalition, Human Services 
Council, The Supportive Housing Network (associate members), Eviction Prevention Roundtable, CAPS, Health by 
Housing Advisory Council, HOMEWorks Advisory Committee and others.  
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Government (2 open seats) 
2 Candidates 

 

NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) 

Anthony Lee (he/him) 
 
DOHMH has been an active government partner in the CCoC since 2010. In that time, we have taken on leadership roles 
in the CAPS, Evaluation and Government Partners Committees. Currently DOHMH is a Co-chair of the CAPS and 
Grievance Committees. Many programs that DOHMH supports are recipients of HUD funding and/or benefit from HUD 
policies such as rental assistance. HUD policies related to homelessness and housing inevitably have a large impact on 
those served by DOHMH. Therefore, it is essential that DOHMH continues its close collaboration and coordination with 
the CCoC by remaining a voting member. DOHMH has been providing funding, program development, and support and 
program monitoring to supportive housing programs since their inception in the mid 1980s. DOHMH supported 
practices that have later become HUD priorities such as employment and “moving on” initiatives. 
 
Currently DOHMH's portfolio of programs includes funding and program monitoring for more than 10,000 supportive 
housing units under all the NY/NY initiatives and the current NY 15/15 program. DOHMH programs serve formerly 
homeless individuals with serious mental illness, substance use disorders, young adults, and families. 
 
DOHMH has the capacity to draw on its internal resources to prevent the risk of homelessness and to benefit those 
served by community groups. Services such as ACT teams, Rehabilitation Services, AOT, Substance Use Services, Children 
and Family Health Services, etc. 
 
List of affiliations and/or activities that the individual/entity is involved in related to homelessness and housing: 

• Active participant in the NYC Supportive Housing Government Oversight Committee 
• Joint Crisis Coordination Center, Member 
• Enhancing Our Work to Help People Come from the Streets and Subways Workgroup, Member 
• Homeless Outreach Teams 
• AOT 
• 15-15 Design Committee 
• JISH 
• Housing Innovations 

 

 

NYC Department of Homeless Services (DHS) 

Robert Cowan   (he/him) 
 
As the sole and exclusive government agency that oversees and contracts to provide all homeless services, both shelters 
and street outreach, throughout New York City, DHS would provide unique and critical value to the CoC Committee. 
 
With our not-for-profit partners, DHS' mission is to prevent homelessness when possible, address street homelessness, 
provide safe temporary shelter, and connect New Yorkers experiencing homelessness to sustainable housing. We do this 
with accountability, empathy, and equity. DHS recognizes the tremendous importance of the CoC and the unique 
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opportunity presented by the CCoC to foster broadbased community involvement in the work of addressing 
homelessness. As an agency comprised of 2,000 employees, with an annual operating budget of almost $2 billion, DHS is 
one of the largest organizations of its kind committed to preventing and addressing homelessness in New York City. As it 
engages in this mission, DHS employs a variety of innovative strategies to help families and individuals successfully exit 
shelter and return to self-sufficiency as quickly as possible. Collaborating with other public agencies and nonprofit 
partners, DHS works to prevent homelessness before it occurs, reduce street homelessness, and assist New Yorkers in 
transitioning from shelter into permanent housing. Furthermore, DHS remains committed to meeting its legal mandate 
to provide temporary emergency shelter to those experiencing homelessness in a safe and respectful environment. The 
City provides temporary housing assistance and other services to families with children, adult families, and single adults. 
DHS connects clients every day with a range of robust wrap-around resources including: case management, housing 
placement assistance, after-school programming for children, recreation space for kids, child care services, 
health/mental health services, screening /assessment/interventions for substance use disorders, and employment 
counseling. Off-site service linkages include primary healthcare, substance use treatment, vocational training, 
employment placement, GED instruction, veterans’ services, conflict mediation, child care, and legal services. Special 
population shelters provide dedicated supports to specific populations, including veterans, young adults (18-25 years 
old), other targeted age groups (45+, 50+, 55+), and young adults (18-30) who identify as LGBTQI. Street Homeless 
Solutions provides a continuum of social services to engage and support people who are experiencing street 
homelessness, helping them transition from life on the streets and into a transitional setting or permanent housing, and 
addressing behavioral health, substance use, and other issues along the way. Street Homeless Solutions has five units: 
Outreach, HOME-STAT, encampment operations, drop-in centers/respite beds, and safe havens. 
 
As stated above, DHS either directly provides, or contracts to provide, homeless services throughout New York City. DHS 
oversees over 300 shelters, contracting with over 70 different providers to do so, as well as contracting to provide 
outreach, safe haven, and drop-in-centers. There are currently, at the time of writing, around 46,000 New Yorkers in 
shelters that DHS oversees. 
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Non-profit Organization (2 open seats) 

8 Candidates 

 
Breaking Ground  
Howard Charton            (he/him) 
 
Established in 1990 as a not-for-profit housing and community development organization, Breaking Ground’s mission is 
to strengthen individuals, families and communities by developing and sustaining exceptional supportive and affordable 
housing as well as programs for homeless and other vulnerable New Yorkers. Today, Breaking Ground is New York City’s 
leading provider of permanent supportive housing, transitional housing, and street outreach services to chronically 
street homeless, formerly homeless and low-income New Yorkers. We are the largest permanent supportive housing 
provider in New York State, managing nearly 12% of the supportive housing units in NYC. From the streets to a safe, 
affordable, supportive home, our programs and housing touch the lives of more than 8,000 people each year. 
 
Breaking Ground owns and/or operates nearly 3,800 units of permanent supportive and affordable housing across 20 
buildings. Our Street Outreach teams operate 24/7 in Brooklyn, Queens, and Midtown Manhattan, and our Safe Havens 
offer 307 units of transitional housing. Across our programs, Breaking Ground uses a Housing First approach to connect 
our clients with stable housing as quickly as possible. With three buildings coming online in 2021 and 1 slated to come 
online in 2022 Breaking Ground continues to increase both the affordable and supportive housing available to New 
Yorkers. Additionally in 2022 Breaking Ground will add 325 safe haven units designed to ensure a safe service rich 
environment allowing for a smooth transition to permanent housing.  
 
Due to our multifaceted roles ranging from outreach provider to property manager to supportive housing developer, 
Breaking Ground has a unique perspective to offer the NYC CCoC. We are continuously evaluating our work in this field, 
using our findings to contribute to the knowledge base. Breaking Ground is eager to use its decades of experience to 
support the CoC.  
 
Breaking Ground has been represented on the NYC CoC Steering Committee since 2020 as a provider representative. We 
currently serve as Co-Chair of the Performance Management Committee and currently play an active role in the NYC 
CoC. We also participate in the following subcommittees and workgroups: Coordinated Assessment and Placement, Data 
Management Work Group, Evaluation Work Group, Governance Committee, and Special Projects (Project Appeals and 
New Project Application Review). Before being elected to the Steering Committee, Breaking Ground served on the 
Steering Committee as a representative of the Supportive Housing Network of New York. We further bring experience 
serving on the Westchester County CoC as both the Veterans Representative and At Large member between 2011 and 
2017. 
 
Breaking Ground’s Executive Director serves on the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors of the Supportive 
Housing Network of New York (The Network). Breaking Ground is also a member of the New York Housing Conference 
(NYHC), Homeless Services United (HSU), the Urban Land Institute (ULI), the NYS Association for Affordable Housing 
(NYSAFAH), and Metro-IAF. Additionally, our Vice President of Programs was on the Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice’s 
Crisis Prevention and Response Task Force, which was charged with developing a comprehensive citywide strategy to 
prevent mental health and related substance use crises. 
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Comunilife, Inc.  

Beverly Raudales (she/her) 

Comunilife, Inc is excited to apply for the NYC CoC steering committee as our goals align with the NYC CoC steering 
Committee charge. Comunilife is a multi-service non-profit organization committed to assisting vulnerable New Yorkers, 
including those living with HIV/AIDS and mental illness, and the homeless, achieve self-sufficiency for over 30 yrs. Since 
1989, Comunilife has worked to improve the quality of life and create a healthier tomorrow for New Yorkers with special 
needs in the Hispanic and broader communityby providing culturally competent health and human services and a 
continuum of affordable and supportive housing for homeless persons. Comunilife has been recognized for developing 
Community-Defined Best Practices for Latinos. Dr. Rosa Gil is currently the Chief Executive Officer and during her tenure, 
she has served as the Commissioner on the Commission of Health Care Facilities in the 21st Century, and on Mayor 
Bloomberg’s Commission on Women’s Issues. Currently, the organization has been recognized for participating on a 
wide range of governmental task forces and panels on the city, state, and federal level. As a member of the Supportive 
Housing Network of NY (SHNNY) we have used our collective organization voice to speak up for those that are homeless. 
Organizationally, we believe in the power of including the voices of those that have the lived experience of surviving the 
homeless system and have seized a second chance through many of the housing programs within NYC. Furthermore, 
Comunilife, Inc has employed a number of staff that has had this former experience so that our interventions can be 
relevant in order to make meaningful client impacts. The culmination of my experiences have prepared me for the work 
NYC CoC is currently doing (review of CoC-grant wide applications, matching HUD priorities with CoC priorities) for the 
improvement of system wide performance across all programs. 
 
As a member of the Midtown South Community Council’s (MSCC) Homeless and Housing Program, Dr. Raudales have 
not only provided input to the NYC housing crisis but have also been a presenter and lead point of contact for 
Comunilife's innovative and expanding Medical Respite Program. Dr. Gil is a Member of the Board of Health, NYC 
Department of Health & Mental Hygiene. She serves on NYS Governor's Interagency Council on Homelessness. She is a 
member of President Carter Center Mental Health Task Force and the Board of Trustees of EmblemHealth, Inc. Dr. Gil 
has served on the New York State Governor’s Adult Home and the Mentally Ill Persons Task Force; Planning Board of the 
Surgeon General Report on Mental Health; National Advisory Council to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and Minority Women Panel of Health Experts of 
the U.S. Public Health Services. She is one of the founders of the Urban Institute for Behavioral Health of New York City, 
Latino Commission on AIDS, the Association of Hispanic Mental Health Professionals. 
 

 

Covenant House 

 John Sentigar    (he/him) 
 
I am running for a seat on the NYC CoC Steering Committee to represent Covenant House New York as a non-profit 
organization. CHNY operates multiple HUD contracts and is the largest provider of shelter and transitional housing for 
youth experiencing homelessness in New York City. We are also the only youth-focused services organization in New 
York City to operate a TH/RRH program with HUD funding. CHNY serves over 1,600 youth per year in all of its programs 
and is unique in that it is able to offer a complete continuum of residential and supportive services, from shelter to 
permanent housing, and from three meals a day to comprehensive medical support and beyond. Specifically our HUD 
funded programs provide 30 transitional housing placements for youth, and a combined 77 permanent housing 
placements between our two programs, New Covenant and our TH/RRH Program. CHNY’s programming is designed to  
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serve a youth where they’re at with almost any resource they need to move forward, ensuring that they have the best 
chance possible to achieve independence. CHNY’s nearly 50 years of experience providing these services would offer a 
nuanced perspective on the progress of solving youth homelessness in New York City. Youth homelessness is a 
significant problem in New York City and many other places, and this unique issue needs representation on the Steering 
Committee. 
 
In addition to being a long-standing member of the New York City CoC, CHNY belongs to several other coalitions that 
focus on solving the youth homelessness crisis, including the Coalition for Homeless Youth, and the Youth Advisory 
Committee within the New York State Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS). Our Executive Director, Nancy 
Downing, also sits on the Board of Directors of Homeless Services United and is on the Steering and Prevention 
Committee of the NYC Youth Homelessness Taskforce. In addition to being an active member of these Coalitions and 
groups, several employees are also members of workgroups and committees focused on improving and streamlining 
processes related to solving the homelessness crisis, including data and performance management improvements, and 
working to expand the Coordinated Assessment & Placement System to involve youth referrals. 
 

 

HousingPlus  

Kristen Edwards (she/her) 
 
Kristen Edwards is running to represent HousingPlus (HP) in a non-profit seat for the Steering Committee. HP has had 
HUD/CoC funded programs and has been an active participant in the CoC for 16 years. Our ED has twice served as one of 
the three co-chairs, and we have participated in various committees and the Veterans Task Force over the years. 
 
Via two HUD contracts, one a consolidated contract of four programs, we currently have 115 HUD/CoC funded 
permanent supportive housing tenants (34 families and 81 singles). HP has an additional 50 permanent supportive 
housing tenants, all families, funded by State contracts with another City funded contract for 55 families and singles 
opening in the next 9 months. We have a wealth of experience in PSH to bring to the CoC. While all of our HUD tenants 
are chronically homeless and have a qualifying disability, we can bring unique resources and expertise to the CoC as a 
result of our focus on 1. Female Veterans—70 of our 115 HUD CoC funded tenants are female veterans, and 2. Our 
extensive work with women and families with criminal justice involvement through the Women’s Community Justice 
Project (WCJP). 
 
HP is the lead organization of WCJP, a consortium of four housing providers, serving women and gender expansive 
individuals who have been detained or diverted from Rikers by providing emergency housing and supportive services. 
Through our link with WCJP’s main funder MOCJ, WCJP has been allocated 115 emergency housing vouchers, and a 
Rapid Rehousing application was just submitted to support many of these future voucher holders. By March 2022, we 
hope to add the RRH contract to our CoC portfolio, and look forward to advocating for more housing opportunities for 
those impacted by the criminal legal system through our work in the CoC and elsewhere. 
 
Kristen Edwards, who would hold the seat, was instrumental in the CoC's development of CAPS while she was a 
consultant, and has over 20 years of experience in street outreach and supportive housing. In her current role at 
HousingPlus, she sees firsthand the huge discrepancy in housing resources for those who are justice involved, 
particularly for women who are often criminalized survivors and mothers, and she is committed to creating and 
improving resources. If elected, she would shine more light on this need and work alongside directly impacted people 
and other advocates. People who have worked with Kristen can attest that she is intensely committed to this work, 
excellent at follow through, and will be an honest, straightforward, active and reliable member of this committee. 
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Neighborhood Coalition for Shelter, Inc. 

Ann Shalof  
 
Having been an active, engaged member of the Continuum of Care, Neighborhood Coalition for Shelter (NCS) is eager to 
contribute further to the CoC’s work in addressing homelessness in New York City. We seek a seat on the Steering 
Committee so we can bring our range of experiences to help shape policy and priorities for the CoC moving forward. 
 
NCS was one of the first supportive housing providers in New York City and an early adopter of the Housing First 
approach. We currently operate two residences in a consolidated CoC project. Our flagship, the NCS Residence, is an 
SRO in operation since 1985. Through our work in that residence we have experienced the challenges of housing a 
population with increasing service needs over the years. We have contended with the challenges of a building that is 
aging and a population that is aging in place. We also understand both the promise SROs hold in addressing the 
homelessness crisis, as well as the drawbacks. 
 
Our other residence, Louis Nine House, is home to young adults who have aged out of foster care or are homeless. As 
one of the first providers of young adult supportive housing (since 2009), we have knowledge of what works in housing 
young adults, as well as what doesn’t. We have incorporated what we’ve learned over the years, and helped to inform 
other providers through involvement in the CoC Youth Committee. We have experienced some of the challenges and 
contradictions shifting HUD policies have presented for this population and hope to help raise awareness of them. 
Through participation in the CoC Evaluation Working Group we’ve brought attention to some of the issues particular to 
serving young adults and helped to influence the evaluation process. We are also well positioned to contribute to and 
participate in the Youth Homelessness Demonstration Project. 
 
Housed at Louis Nine House is our vocational, education and employment program, Options. It is open to all NCS clients 
as well as clients from the community. Options supports participants in setting and pursuing their education and career 
goals and charting a path to independence.  
 
We are currently in the planning phase of a new housing model to address homelessness among college students. With 
private funding, and in partnership with the City University of New York (CUNY), we plan to pilot a program designed to 
provide housing and support that helps them graduate to self-sufficiency and prevents a future of long-term 
homelessness. 
 
In addition to our housing experience, we are also an OASAS-licensed substance use provider and operate a clinic 
specifically designed to serve individuals experiencing homelessness. We use a harm-reduction model that meets clients 
where they are in addressing substance use, often combined with mental illness. We have brought these services into 
shelters and supportive housing and can contribute our expertise around addressing substance use in a Housing First 
environment. 
 
Significantly, we will also bring to the Steering Committee the voice of a relatively small organization. As a small 
organization, with an impact above our size, we lack the infrastructure of some of our larger counterparts. We believe it 
is important that organizations like ours have a voice on the Committee. 
 
Finally, we have successfully integrated supportive housing and other homeless services into an Upper East Side 
neighborhood often thought to be most unwelcoming to social services. We offer an example of how such services can 
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exist in a neighborhood and gain local support and acceptance, all of which will be necessary if we are to increase the 
supply of housing and services around the city and locate them more equitably. 
 
For almost 40 years NCS has been involved in addressing homelessness in NYC. We began as a coalition of neighborhood 
faith and community organizations coming together to address homelessness on Manhattan’s Upper East Side. Our work 
has evolved over the years, from operating shelters and a drop-in center to today, where we operate supportive housing 
(Louis Nine House, Bronx ,and NCS Residence, Manhattan); Chance for Change, an outpatient substance-use clinic 
specifically for homeless and formerly homeless clients; Options vocational, education, and employment program; and 
Community Human Services Information and Referral Program, placing a social worker at community meal programs to 
provide resources and referrals (currently operating as a hotline during COVID). 
 
In addition, we publish our signature Street Sheets, guides to resources for unhoused and food insecure people in 
various neighborhoods. Our newest project, currently in the planning phase, is a supportive residence for CUNY students 
experiencing homelessness. 
 
Our organization is involved with a range of organizations related to homelessness: 

• Staff members are actively engaged with the CoC on the Youth Committee and in the Evaluation Working Group. 
• We are active members of the Supportive Housing Network of New York, where we are members of the Young 

Adult Committee and the [Covid] Re-Opening Committee. 
• We are members of Homeless Services United. 
• In the Bronx, we are members of the Health and Housing Consortium 
• NCS is a member of the East Side Task Force on Homeless Outreach and Services and expects to take over 

taskforce leadership next year. 
• More broadly, we are members of the Human Services Council, and our CEO serves on the Priority & Strategy 

Council. 
 

 
 

New Destiny Housing Corporation  

Obiageli Okafor   (she/her) 

 
For nearly three decades, New Destiny has led the charge to provide permanent, supportive and affordable housing to 
survivors of domestic violence who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. To break the cycle of homelessness and 
violence among homeless domestic violence survivors we focus on the long-term solution of housing stability that keeps 
survivors and their children safe, post-crisis and post-shelter. We help survivors navigate the myriad of barriers to 
accessing and maintaining affordable housing, and provide survivor-centered, trauma-informed services that empower 
them to start over and live free of economic, emotional and physical violence. We are acknowledged as a local and 
national leader in providing supportive affordable housing for survivors of domestic violence as well as a recognized 
expert in the field. 
 
Since its launch in 1994, New Destiny has developed 16 residential projects in four boroughs and owns and operates 
seven supportive housing residences for domestic violence survivors with four more in construction. New Destiny has 
also developed two unique citywide programs that serve several thousands of survivors each year; provided residential 
services to tenants of New Destiny-owned housing to keep them stable and safe; and achieved significant program and 
policy changes that have created more housing resources for domestic violence survivors.  
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While domestic violence is the single largest cause of homelessness among families in New York City, domestic violence 
survivors and their children traditionally have not had equitable access to housing resources. This inequity plays a 
significant role in perpetuating the cyclical nature of homelessness caused by domestic violence. Participating on the 
Steering Committee will enable New Destiny to build on our work to both increase the supply of permanent affordable 
housing for domestic violence survivors and create programs that can begin to address this inequity. 
 
Since the need for safe, permanent housing for domestic violence survivors is far greater than the current supply, New 
Destiny created HousingLink to quickly connect survivors to available affordable housing. Through group orientations 
and one-on-on assistance, HousingLink helps hundreds of survivors each year navigate the complex maze of housing 
resources and apartment listings and move into their own home. On-site at our affordable buildings, the Family Support 
Program helps 108 households headed by previously homeless survivors in our buildings to remain safe and stably 
housed. In the next six months we will have completed and leased-up three new projects in the Bronx, Brooklyn and 
Queens that together will have 208 units for homeless domestic violence survivors and their children.  
 
As one of the only affordable housing organizations focused solely on developing housing for homeless domestic 
violence survivors, New Destiny’s role as both a permanent housing developer and service provider will enable us to 
bring this unique perspective to the Steering Committee. Our direct service provision for hundreds of survivors annually 
will also enable us to provide a perspective on the impact of two different types of services – rapid rehousing and 
supportive housing – on addressing homelessness and housing instability.  
 
Our service provision is informed by data we collect on program outcomes such as housing stability, safety and 
improved economic security, and enables us to track trends that survivors experience that can impede housing stability 
or ability to secure housing will also inform our work on the Steering Committee. 
 
Within government, the non-profit and affordable housing sectors, New Destiny is a trusted thought partner on the 
issues of homelessness caused by domestic violence survivors and affordable permanent housing solutions for this 
population. Since 2014, New Destiny has partnered with the Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence 
(ENDGBV) to connect survivors who are clients at the Family Justice Centers to affordable housing throughout New York 
City. ENDGBV funds New Destiny to provide training and technical assistance on affordable housing options and rental 
subsidies other domestic violence service providers. New Destiny has also been working with ENDGBV to create 
materials to educate colleagues on how to assist survivors with applying for Section 8 Emergency Housing Vouchers 
(EHV), and has conducted trainings and one-on-one technical assistance on the EHVs. New Destiny has also received 
notification of an award through HPD to provide housing navigation services to nearly 1,200 survivors who have EHVs in 
finding housing.  
 
New Destiny strongly supports the work of the CoC in addressing homelessness caused by domestic violence. This 
support is reflected in the organization’s work to increase representation for families and victims of domestic violence in 
the CoC governance through leading the establishment of the CoC’s DV Subcommittee, which New Destiny currently co-
chairs, and its participation on the Coordinated Assessment and Placement System (CAPS) Committee. 
 
Our leadership of the Family Homelessness Coalition (FHC) since its founding in 2016 is central to our advocacy work on 
behalf of homeless families and domestic violence survivors. Comprised of 16 organizations representing service and 
housing providers and children’s advocacy organizations, the FHC’s goals are to implement a coordinated, collaborative, 
multi-agency effort focused on preventing family homelessness, improving the well-being of children and families in 
shelters, and supporting the long-term stability of families with children who leave shelter. This work will enable us to 
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provide an understanding of the impact of the full continuum of homeless services for families, from entering shelter, in 
shelter, and accessing/remaining in permanent housing.  
 
New Destiny’s Executive Director participates on the New York State Office for the Protection of Domestic Violence 
Regional Council and the New York City Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence Advisory Council. In addition, 
New Destiny’s program directors and staff participate in targeted collaborative efforts, including the Domestic Violence 
Economic Justice (DVEJ) Taskforce, DV Consumer Law Working Group, and the Bronx DV Roundtable. Additional 
organizations that New Destiny partners with include Coalition for Homeless Youth; Homeless Service United, Safe 
Horizon, Supportive Housing Network of New York, New York Housing Conference (NYHC), National Alliance for Safe 
Housing (NASH) , National Network to End Domestic Violence (NNEDV) and National Alliance to End Homelessness 
(NAEH). 
 

 

The Ali Forney Center  

Troy Philadelphia (he/him) 
 
The Ali Forney Center is running for a seat on the NYC CCoC Steering Committee because we are committed to ending 
homelessness in NYC, especially for the most vulnerable populations. Our mission is to provide LGBTQ young people 
with housing and a continuum of supportive services to help them thrive and prepare for independent living, and we are 
invested and interested in improving the services available to stabilize young people in crisis and meet the unique and 
urgent needs of street-homeless LGBTQ youth.  
 
Since AFC’s launch in 2002, we’ve grown from six beds in a church basement to become one of the largest agencies 
dedicated to LGBTQ runaway and homeless youth in the country – with a multi-purpose Drop-In Center and 15 Housing 
sites, all open 24/7. Our full array of wraparound services includes emergency and transitional/transgender housing, 
street outreach, showers, clothing, laundry, hot meals, crisis interventions, intakes/assessments, HIV services, on-site 
medical/mental health care, case management, and educational/employment training services. AFC also provides 
specialized services to meet the needs of transgender clients, including on-site hormone replace therapy and gender 
affirmation surgery consultation. 
 
The Ali Forney Center is a strong advocate for expanding housing opportunities for homeless LGBTQ youth. We 
organized and led the Campaign for Youth Shelter, whose advocacy efforts have played a large role in securing a 
commitment from NYC to add 100 youth shelter beds per year over the next two years. We were also successful in our 
advocacy campaign asking for NYC to raise the age of eligibility for clients accessing runaway and homeless youth 
programs from 21 to 24.  
 
AFC has also taken steps to continue expanding our housing portfolio to meet the growing needs of homeless LGBTQ 
youth in NYC. Our most recent project is that we were chosen as a recipient of a supportive housing proposal through 
the NYC Department of Housing Preservation and Development's ShareNYC pilot program. Our proposal includes 
permanent supportive housing beds for 36 of our young people in shared duplex apartments, and includes a formal 
management plan, tenant-friendly layouts and design, and financing structures that allow for deep affordability. With 
this project, and our other new project we are developing next to the Astoria Emergency Housing Site, we will be able to 
offer permanent supportive housing to 57 of our young people, once the buildings are completed. This will be a great 
asset for our youth who struggle to gain a foothold in NYC upon graduation from our programs because of the very 
costly rental market. 
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The Fortune Society  
Anna DeLeon (she/her) 
 
The Fortune Society provides emergency, transitional and supportive housing to individuals who have criminal justice 
involvement. Because we provide safe, secure housing to those who have the greatest difficulty securing housing, we 
are providing the foundational framework to reduce recidivism and assist our clients in rebuilding their lives. Fortune 
provides wrap around services which includes mental health care, education and substance use treatment. Our 
employees include experienced clinicians, case managers and managerial staff, some with lived experience, and all with 
the dedication and commitment to assist those most in need. As an individual with lived experience in the criminal 
justice system and homelessness, I have spent the last 16 years working in the field of social work with a focus on 
criminal justice, mental health and homelessness. 
 
I am the Associate Vice President for Housing at the Fortune Society. I have worked for 16 years in the field of supportive 
housing across several models, currently with the focus on justice involved supportive housing. 
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Persons with Lived Experience (2 General seats open) 

14 Candidates 
 

Cameron C. (he/him) 

I have been working with several different organizations (vocals housing work life experience and faith sharing and 
sisters of charity) which provides advocacy for low income housing and services for the homeless and people living in 
shelter. 
 

As a member of VOCAL NY I’m involved in all of their union ( civil rights, positive leaders, users and housing) which 
advocate for the right of people living in New York. I’m also some one who was formally homeless. 
 

Jennifer L. (she/her) 

 

When I came to NYC in 2011, I ended up street homeless. I fought to get into an SRO and managed to make enough 
money to support myself. Shortly after I became homeless again for a year and now I work in a very well paid position 
for the City of New York. Fully off government assistance, I have a two bedroom apartment and I am a foster mother.  
 
While homeless and during the time I lived in an SRO I started two organizations to help homeless transgender people 
around the United States. I directly helped many transgender people in New York City go from homelessness to housing. 
I have many years of experience helping homeless people through direct support, demonstrations, protests, rallies and 
civil disobedience. I know how to get the media to listen and how to get the public engaged. 
 

I am currently putting together Jennifer Cares. It is a publication intended to highlight homelessness in NYC, by following 
the living stories of homeless people. The website is not fully developed yet. It is https://jenniferlopez.me 
 

Kadisha D. (she/her) 
 
The reason why am running is because my daughter and I lived in a nyc shelter. I want to be a person who helps make 
change, and not just talk about why the system is broken. New York is a place where people dreams can come true but it 
can also be a place where dreams come to die. Let us make it be a place families can be happy to call home. 
 

Right now I am an advocate for homeless people everywhere and I want to see a change.  
Right now I work as a consultant with the family homeless coalition and homeworks.  
 

Linda R. (they/them) 
 
I have a history of being homeless in NYC from the age of 14 till 28. I have experienced many things that a young lady at 
that time shouldn't have been exposed to. I admit that the system did help me when I was ready for change and I enjoy 
being a Change Agent and inspire hope in the community.  
 

https://jenniferlopez.me/
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I have had the opportunity in working in many sectors and they were all Peer from Clubhouse, to training and job 
placement to being the Assistant Director Consumer Affairs Coordinator for NYC Health and Hospitals. I was given a 
chance to go back to the same hospitals that I was once in and informing the staff the people that they serve can and do 
recover. I can identify with the individuals that I serve and I feel that this is my calling. 
 

Currently, I work with a Health Home and a lot of our participants need housing. In my role of Outreach, I inform them 
that we can provide assistance with filling out Section 8 applications, assisting them with requesting a one-shot deal to 
move or find housing that they qualify for. 
 

Lisa S. (she/her) 

Three years ago, I was quiet in Domestic Violence, and that situation made me Homeless. When I became homeless, I 
lived on the street, in Madison Square Park. 
 

Five years before that I was illegally evicted from my residence. I also experienced shelter living. When I was in college in 
Cortland, NY, I worked with homeless men and women in the shelter and did outreach to bring more people to safety. 
 

I am a member of the CoC Persons with Lived Experience Committee (non-voting member). I did a care and discussion 
group for individuals that experienced street homelessness through All Angels Church. When I do outreach near 
Metropolitan Hospital, and Carnegie Hotel, I speak to the homeless that sleep on the benches. While speaking to the 
homeless, I have also spoken to the police officers about how to speak to the homeless.  
 

I want to be on the Steering Committee for the following reasons: 
1. I want to change how people view and think about the homeless in shelters 
2. I want to get across to caregivers, people of authority, etc. that we are one step away from being homeless. 
3. To help create more low-income housing 
4. To help providers use appropriate language, sensitive to the individuals 

 

Maria P. (she/her/hers) 

I was formally homeless (Mole Person) since 1988-2008. As getting my life together, I have experience countless 
situations. The experiences are different depending on the level of homelessness you are on. There is homeless and 
extreme homelessness (domicile and undomicile). As I have lived experience in extreme homelessness from a womans 
perspective I can answer many questions and perhaps assist with solutions to today’s homeless problem. 
 

Affiliated with CCF-College Community Fellowship, LACA-Latin African American Chaplin Association, NANBPWC-
National Association of Negro Business Professional Womens Club. In regards to Homeless- NAN-Crisis Intervention 
Specialist assisting with evictions and rental issues and Motivational Speaker/Advocate at schools Monroe College and 
CNR about homelessness and incarceration also Treatment facilities BATC and ABLE House.  
 

Peter M. (he/him) 

I am running for Steering Committee Seat in order to bring interest of those who are homeless, at risk of homelessness, 
being sheltered in supportive housing or seeking independent housing to the forefront within our COC as per our 
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Governance Charter. My work for over 30 years from standpoint of volunteerism, board memberships with policy 
organizations, CABS of Provider organizations and history working in outreach and supportive housing plus work more 
recently in legislative arena regarding homelessness housing and prevention of homelessness along with having 
represented families of varying sizes with agencies such as DHS, HRA, DSS and HPD as well as political entities such as 
Public Advocates Office City Council and General Welfare Committee; on secular and Faith based levels I have worked 
with Homeless Policy and legislation with Grass roots organizations HUMAN NYC, Interfaith Assembly on Homelessness 
and Housing; on legal issues through Safety Net Activists, UJC SNP, etc. 
 

List of affiliations and/or activities that the individual/entity is involved in related to homelessness and housing: 
UJC, SNA, SNP, MHP; Interfaith Assembly on Homelessness and Housing; Life Experience and faith Sharing Association; 
Human NYC:NYC CoC Governance; Persons with Lived Experience; through Contact HRA, DHS; DSS; HPD; NYC Council 
General Welfare Committee Public Advocates Office HCSH: HCSH30(NYU); 
 

Philip M. (he/him) 

I am running for a seat on the Steering Committee to further my participation in advocacy and help end homelessness. I 
have served 10 years on the Consumer Advisory Board (CAB) at Care for the Homeless (non-grantee), am a member of 
the Board of Directors there; and volunteer at several other non-profits to advocate on policy issues. A writer, I 
contribute a theory about social issues, a historic, global perspective, and also help with public education.  
 
List of affiliations and/or activities that the individual/entity is involved in related to homelessness and housing: 

• Care for the Homeless: CAB, Board of Directors 

• VOCAL-NY: volunteer, community organizing 

• Community Voices Heard: volunteer, community organizing 

• Urban Pathways: volunteer, community organizing 

• First Presbyterian Church in Jamaica: volunteer, community organizing 

• National Health Care for the Homeless Council: individual member 

• NCAB Steering Committee (2012-2017) 
 

Raul (he/him) 

I have sympathy and empathy for my clients. I know there is always better opportunities when people with insight of the 
present problems work hard to solve them. 
 
I am a social service supervisor with NAICA, INC. under DHS. I assist client everyday and strive to improve their life. 
 

Rhonda J. (she/her) 

Homelessness illuminates widespread imbalances across systems which affect all people who are underserved especially 
those labeled BIPOC particularly in NYC. 
 
My priorities are to advocate for the services homeless, formerly homeless and families need. As someone with lived 
experience, I represent voices that are rarely heard and advocate on behalf of those not seen; because if one has not 
lived in that space, one will never really understand what it is to be unsheltered. 
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At present I am a member Civic Corp ember, Co-Chair on the NY Youth and Family Services board. I currently serve on 
the Family Homeless Coalition as a Fellow for 2 years, previously I was a Shelter Monitor with the 
Coalition for the Homeless, and work on the research projects sponsored by HOMEworks. 
 

Ronald F. (he/him) 

I'm a HONORBLE NAVY VETERAN Formally homeless.  
1. I Participated and Organized (4) Harlem Veterans Resources Event Fairs under The Adam Clayton Powell Jr State 

Building on 125th Street and Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Blvd in Association with the Veterans Administration & my 
own Committee The NYCCoC The People with Lived Experience Committee. I provided my DJ Sound System for a 
Public Address System and I DJ Music for Entertainment. The Event Networks Services and Resources for Vet! 
The Event is sponsored by Councilman BILL PERKINS, 9th District. And many other High profile Representatives. 
I'm also committed with Outreach for our Committee (PWLE). I helped organized Events where our Committee. 
We go to Shelter's, Church's, and just hit the Street to do Outreach. I also record our Events by making Videos 
and taking pictures of our Events. 

2. I also participate in The Veterans Task Force, Governance Committee's. 
 
I'm a 20 year Member of an organization called: CITIVIEW CONNECTIONS CLUB HOUSE. This organization represents 
members with Mental Disabilities. This organization engages individual to motivate themselves with Networking & 
Serving to negotiate towards a Healthy way of Living. Such as Homelessness, Housing, Employment, and Life Skills. This 
Organization with my Counselor helped me to maintain my Addiction Recovery. 
 

 

Tanya R. (she/her) 

As a former victim of domestic violence, I found myself homeless with my three children after fleeing my abusive 
partner. I spent 7 months living in a DV shelter and then an additional 5 months in a DHS shelter. I had the good fortune 
to come out on the other side of my story and to be given the opportunity to provide a voice as someone with the lived 
experience I have, is very near and dear to me. I believe my firsthand knowledge of the many obstacles survivors face in 
their search for permanent housing - along with the experience and engagement I now have working as an advocate for 
survivors of domestic violence - will be of deep value. 
 
I am currently working as the Aftercare Coordinator for HousingLink at New Destiny Housing Corporation. My role is to 
provide ongoing assistance and support to survivors of domestic violence who have recently been placed in new 
permanent housing. HousingLink provides vital financial support to survivors through rental assistance and other 
supportive services. In addition, I provide the personal support and resources they need while taking the steps forward, 
navigating and overcoming the displacement, homelessness and often traumatic experiences they have faced. I feel very 
fortunate that I am now in a role where I am contributing to the lives of others, and I am honored to work with an 
organization that is such a crucial lifeline for survivors. 
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William B. Norwood II (he/him) 
 

I am running for a seat on the NYC CoC Steering Committee to assist the need of housing for TAY which are similar to 
other housing insecure populations, however there is an opportunity to interrupt cycles of poverty and eradicate chronic 
homelessness in developing a culturally relevant, sustainable, self-supportive life system, TAY friendly, Offender friendly, 
and with a coordinated community strategy. 
 

As an Owner and Operator of a reentry youth and foster youth housing facility. My experience in housing TAY’s should 
provide a perspective to be considered. 
 

Our Housing to Wholeness Project operates as a Transitional Incubator which provides housing to assists TAY through 
the period of preparation and decision-making and leads Clients to successful paths on their life journey. All Clients have 
access to transition planning and a meaningful input in planning for their future career and life goals. 
 

The project was designed to house homeless Foster, Reentry, and Jail Diversion Clients. It can be a twelve (12) to (36) 
month program; a place where Clients can create an organic living environment, designed to help stabilize them from 
the pass traumatic experience and help them on their life journey as they move from dependent into independent, self-
determined and self-sufficient lifestyles. Utilizing our one-on- one mentorship program. 
 

House homeless Foster, Reentry, and Jail Diversion Clients, Dept. of Probation, Advisory Board member Committee 
Correction Partnership. 
 

William Stanford Jr. (Mr. X)        (he/him) 
 

BETWEEN 2013 & 2016 I WAS A VOTING MEMBER THUS ATTENDED MANY COMMITTEE MEETINGS.ADDITIONALLY I 
LIVED IN 4 SHELTERS (1 MICA,3 NON MICA) THUS REFERRED THOSE WHO NEED HOUSING TO OUR FORMER CUCS 
REPRESENTATIVE MICHAEL GOLUB. 
 

BREAKING GROUND AND CUCS JUST TO NAME A FEW 
 
 

Persons with Lived Experience (1 Youth seat open) 

1 Candidate 

 

Lyndon H.  

I am running for a seat on the COC because I am optimistic when it comes to having youth voice involved in the voting 
process when it comes to policies and programs being passed by the COC. Also being a previous youth member on the 
COC I understand the knowledge and time constraints this has in order to take on this responsibility to ensure changes 
are being made and youth voices are being heard. 
 
Currently I am a Youth Peer Advocate for Sheltering Arms Children and Family Services, I am a youth representative on 
the board for Families Together State of New York. I am the new chair starting in January for the New York City Youth 
Action Board, A consultant for the New York City YHDP project and a former youth member for Youth Voices Matter 
New York. 


